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28th June 2012:

I think I know what my next article will be about. Recently, a guy ‘appeared’ in the middle of a church and claimed that he was Jesus returned. I mean, I’m sure it must be a rather common thing for a madman to show up and claim to be Jesus, but this particular one appears to have quite a large following, one which is still growing too. I’m hoping very much (probably optimistically) that I can interview him; I’m quite excited about it really!

30th June 2012:

I’m on the train now. I emailed him and, luck would have it, Jesus is a fan of This is Now magazine and so was eager for me to come an interview him. I think the very fact that he claimed to be a fan of the magazine is something that weighs against his credulity. I mean, why would the omniscient creator of the universe be interested in a magazine about obscure, events in England? Surely he already knows all about them?

Ah, but anyway, I’m already being too cynical. I suppose I have to go into this with at least a slightly open mind. I suppose it’s quite coincidental that I’m going to do this interview on a Sunday of all days. I wonder if he’ll make a comment about it. Death by stoning is the execution The Bible calls for when anybody is found to be working on this day of rest!

*

Well, I’ve now conducted my interview with him and it turned out to be very different than I imagined it would be… I wanted my interview with Jesus to be a one to one thing, but there was a priest there who insisted he stay in the room (did he think that God himself was too scared to be left alone in the room with a stranger?) but luckily, he persuaded that priest to leave and the interview was conducted. I think I may have been a little childish during certain points of the interview, which I regret. Anyway, I’d better get it written down.
Interview:

ME: First, thank you for agreeing to do this interview with me.

JESUS: It’s my pleasure. Thank you for agreeing to interview me.

ME: I want you to know that I am sceptical of messianic claims, but I’m going to ask my first few questions assuming that you really are who you claim to be, is that okay?
JESUS: I’m fine with both of those things.

ME: Good. Well here’s my first question for you: If you’re the moral, all loving God you’re supposed to be, why do you condemn atheists (such as myself) and homosexuals? Atheists who, don’t choose what they believe, and homosexuals who don’t choose who they’re attracted to… 
JESUS: (sighs) I hope you won’t be so overly critical for the rest of the interview. 
ME: It wasn’t supposed to sound overly critical, I would just like to hear your answer to that question.

JESUS: Okay, I’ll explain it to you: When I came to this world, I had a message of peace, for loving and treating all people equally, one I wanted to spread as far as I could. But people of that age, they weren’t like the people of today, there morals were undeveloped and many commonplace attitudes and practises of their day would be called atrocities in this modern world. When I spoke to people, they wanted to believe in me, but they didn’t want to believe that some of their deeply engrained prejudices were immoral, so when the time came for them to write down what I had said, they changed it, keeping what they liked, but neglecting to mention, or downright changing the things I’d said which they’d disagreed with. Their logic was that I was an intelligent man, and an intelligent man wouldn’t defend the things they disagreed with, so therefore I was either mistaken or misquoted. Even when there were those who wrote down what I had to say faithfully, as it was passed on, the original word was lost and so what’s collected in The Bible is littered with the views held at the times, not my own views. 
ME: I have to say, I’m very impressed with your answer. I imagined that you’d just turn out to be totally insane and irrational, but that’s a very good answer…

JESUS: Thank you.

ME: Although, having said that, I must admit that I’m still not convinced of your claims. If you really are the omniscient creator of the universe, surely you would have known that everything you said would first been filtered through the morality of the time? 
JESUS: The problem there, is, that when I visited Earth originally, I was wholly in human form. I was in possession of no supernatural powers. Now, I’m sure you’ll mention the miracles, but this is another instance of the people of the time altering the truth. I imagine they didn’t think my words alone were impressive enough, and so, to add credibility to it, they added all kinds of things like claiming I could cure the blind. In human form, I cannot use my omnipotent powers. Yes, I did resurrect after death, but when I died, I was no longer in human form, so I was able to prepare everything so that I could come back, and then ascend to a higher plane.
ME: Okay, well here’s a further question for you: What about the problem of evil? I wrote a very unpleasant article recently about an innocent young girl who died when her school had a fire, her friends and family who I spoke to were absolutely devastated. Surely you, who were still omnipotent at the time, could have intervened?

JESUS: This is very hard to explain, my explanation may sound rather feeble, but without evil, why’d never appreciate the good things that happen in life…

ME: Yeah right, that family will enjoy a nice sunset even more now… I’m sorry, I don’t want to discuss this much anymore, I never knew the girl, but it was very hard talking to her loved ones about it. Um, moving on, how do you justify Hell then? No matter what bad things a person may do, how can that ever justify an eternity of pain? And good people of other faiths certainly don’t deserve that!

JESUS: Similar to what I said before, prejudices against those who don’t believe in me are things that were later added by people of the time. All-loving includes all creeds. In fact, that was my very reason for visiting the Earth, when I had originally spoken to the Israelites; they too added lots of the immoralities of their age to my word. I thought perhaps that, as a human, I might be able to get my message to other humans more clearly, but it seems I failed. Then, at the end of it all, I let them kill me. I called it a sacrifice for the sins of all mankind, but that’s not because sacrifices need to be made to anoint sins, but because I wanted them to stop sacrificing innocent animals (which I’m quite happy to say was mostly successful). Some people have managed to live in the example of my untarnished message (which goes to show the goodness of humanity), but I’m here today, not to herald the end of days (as I’m sure some would imagine), but to correct wrongs that have been said and done in my name.
ME: Well, I have to say, delusional or not, that you seem to have a very good moral compass! I realise though, rather than discussing your credibility we’ve been talking about morality and theology! Although, now that I think about it, what is there I can ask, or that you can say, that would prove your identity?

JESUS: You’ve done a perfectly good job. People can make up their own minds based on what they’ve read.

ME: I have to say, I personally am still not convinced… But I’ve enjoyed chatting with you, you’re views are very agreeable.
JESUS: I’ve enjoyed talking to you too!

July 1st 2012:

I was shocked to find out today that ‘Jesus’ has been murdered. They’re not sure who’s done it yet, but a man was seen running in with a gun and then later heard shouting something about an ‘imposter’ before shooting him. He managed to escape, but somebody’s since been found and held in custody… I hope they have the right guy, he’s a despicable person whoever he is…


But the most surprising turn of events was that ‘Jesus’ had mentioned me in his last words. There was a little note he had written and placed in an envelope and he wanted me to have it. I’m going to copy it out here:

“To Jessica,

After our interview, I’ve decided that, on the event of any unfortunate accident, this letter should be handed to you. You seem rational and understanding to me. First, I want to confess, you were right, I’m not Jesus at all, my name is Daniel Thomas. 


I know I was wrong to deceive so many people, but I want to assure you that my intentions were goodhearted. I am myself a Christian and I realise what I’ve done may be considered a huge blasphemy by others, but I want to explain myself. In my times of great need, and great sorrow, I’ve felt the love of God. I know for a fact that He truly exists, even if He only acts in subtle ways. 

But what I also knew was that the wonderful, loving being would never commit those terrible acts described in the Bible, or, for that fact, condemn billions of people to a life of eternal pain. I hoped that through this charade I could help bring about an end to the Christian hatred of non-heterosexuals and people of other religions that is found in some parts of the world. I just thought I was acting out the true will of Jesus Christ, and perhaps my actions really were God’s will… I hope that you, and the rest of the world, will understand and not think of me as a bad person.
· Daniel Thomas” 

Really, I think Daniel was a good person. He was very nice to talk to during our interview, and I’m very sad to hear that he’s dead. While he is, technically, a liar, I think that what he did was justified. I’m also very surprised that he chose me of all people to give this note to… I’m not sure if people will agree with me about whether he did good or not, so I’m going to leave my article about him open, letting the reader decide for themselves. 

